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Earl Grey’s Double Century 
Cricket From Lords 

 
     Play on the second 

day of the first Test 

Match between 

England and Ceylon 

has been quite 

outstanding. After 

England batted for the 

whole of the first day, 

to be left on 356-6 

overnight, we all 

expected the tail-

enders to fall before 

lunch, but the 

surprises started soon 

after the start of play. 

     First, the night-

watchman, Duckworth 

fell for two off the 

third ball of the day. 

This brought in the 

wicket-keeper, Earl 

Grey, in only his 

second Test Match. 

No-one expected 

much as his batting 

this season has been 

erratic to say the 

least, but we were in 

for quite an astounding 

display of batting from 

this surprising 

gentleman. 

     With the support of 

Mr Neil Lewis, by 

lunch Earl Grey was 

on 98 and England’s 

score was up to 493-

7. England supporters 

were in a jubilant 

mood, eager for more 

from their new hero. 

     He delivered in 

style. Hitting six off 

the first ball after 

lunch, bringing him his 

first century, there 

was then no stopping 

him. 

     Lewis fell for 52 

mid-session to a fine 

catch in the outfield by 

Ceylon captain Pekoe, 

bringing in Scott 

Walker to help support 

Earl Grey’s 

magnificent innings. 

     The Ceylon team 

were having a very 

frustrating day in the 

field; in the morning 

session two catches 

were dropped and 

Formosa, the 

internationally 

renowned bowler, 

sustained an injury to 

his little finger on his 

right hand, impeding 

his bowling action. 

     At 3.20, with Earl 

Grey on 178, Oolong 

bowled a splendid 

googly to knock out 

the leg stump, but this 

was declared a no ball  

by the umpires, as 

Oolong’s foot had been 

over the crease, and 

Earl Grey fought on. 

     By now, everyone 

was debating when the 

declaration would 

come, and it soon 

became apparent that 

Brian Johnston, the  

Earl Grey’s dismissal signals time for tea 

England captain. would 

delay to allow Earl 

Grey’s double century, 

which came at 3.50 

with a powerful six, 

hit off Oolong, only to 

be out two balls later 

to a stupendous catch 

behind by Souchong . 

Declaration came 

immediately from the 

balcony, with England 

on 678-8. Earl Grey’s 

final score was 203, 

and Mr Walker was 

not out, on a splendid 

44, obviously inspired 

by Earl Grey’s 

captivating 

performance. 
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